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(17) Bickerton [3] claimed that the existence and struc-
ture of creole languages provides support for lin-
guistic nativism. In some cultural situations peo-
ple who speak different languages come together
in specific activities and must create a common
means of communication: a pidgin language, which
lacks many of the syntactic features of natural lan-
guages. It is supposedly the case that some children
have grown up exposed almost totally to pidgin lan-
guages, but they end up speaking a creole language,
which is based on the pidgin but adds in many of
the syntactic structures it is missing. But adult pid-
gin speakers by definition all have dominant lan-
guages that they use in some contexts, and it is un-
clear in published reports (all concerning cases from
the relatively distant past, based on written records)
to what extent the children heard these languages.
Maratsos [35] points out that a number of linguistic
entities in the creole data Bickerton reports could
only have come from one of the dominant language
from which the pidgins derived, and Samarin [36]
and Seuren [37] highlight a number of facts about
the demographics of pidgins and creoles showing
that the children in question had much more expo-
sure to natural languages than Bickerton supposed.
The case for children supplementing impoverished
“inputs” cannot be made until we know what the

“input” was.
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