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Some thoughts on the “vehicle” of concepts

How to deal with the mismatches between ontological units and linguistic units?
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The usefulness of thesauri such as WordNet, A Japanese Lexicon, in NLP tasks relies on the assumption that (a) word

meanings are concepts; (b) the meaning of a sentece s = wy - wy---w, is a “complex concept” given as a composition of

the lexical(ized) concepts for wy,wy,...,w,. This assumption, however, cannot be seen as unconditionally valid as far as

natural languages are full of “nonlinear expressions” [2, 3] with “supelexical meanings” [1]. Aware of recent advances

in the research in (formal) ontology, we discuss the general problem of how to integrate lexical and sentential meanings in

semantic analysis of sentences, based on our experience in semantic annotation using Multilayered Semantic Frame Analysis

(MSFA) [4, 5, 6].
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