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Abstract

This article draws theoretical implications from the Hy-
perthymestic Syndrome (HS) (Parker, Cahill, and Mc-
Gaugh 2006) and attempts to reformulate the role of
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“rules,” “schemas” and “concepts,” the fundamental con-
structs of Cognitive Science, in the light of them. It points
out that the presence of HS can invalidate the traditional
conception of rules and/or schemas as “memory-aid de-
vices.” The alternative is that concepts, schemas and rules
are all merely different aspects of the same thing that
serves as “indices” in the vast exemplar memory.
Keywords — hyperthymestic syndrome, vast exemplar
memory, potential full memory
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