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The purpose of this study was to demonstrate that people’s preference of the word order of
a Japanese sentence correlates with a constructional meaning. For this purpose, we conducted
two experiments to compare two groups of sentences with different “constructional” meanings
(of “caused motion” and “caused possession”), with respect to the different configurations of
case-marking particles, or case-markegs, -ni, and-o. In the experiments, participants were
presented the phrases which made a sentence in a random order. After a short delay, the partic-
ipants were required to recall and speak out the learned phrases in a natural sentence format. In
Experiment 1, 20 caused possession and 20 caused movement sentences were prepared for the ex-
perimental materials. All the sentence including nominals markedayni, and-o. The nouns
and verbs in the total of 40 sentences were all different. In Experiment 2, 16 pairs of sentences
which had a same verb but had different constructional meanings were prepared for the caused
motion and possession sentences. The results of the two experiments showed that the participants
recalled the phrases in the order &f *gaN -o N -ni V” for the caused motion sentences more
often than for the caused possession sentences in both of two experiments. These results suggest
that, while there is an overall tendency for Japanese speakers to pefga™N -ni N -o V”
orderto ‘N -gaN -o N -ni V" order, the strength of the preference is not constant among different
constructional meanings.

Keywords: Word order in Japanese sentences, Constructional meanings, Recall in a natural
sentence form task, Case particles
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